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Expectations Matter
We believe that all students can learn and achieve at high levels.
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Expectations Matter, At All Grade Levels
The State Board of Education has defined what all students should know and be able to 
do at each grade level if they are to be well prepared for success in life. These are 
called the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

What does this look like in 
practice?
TEKS 3.5A: Represent one- and two-step 
problems involving addition and subtraction 
of whole numbers to 1,000 using pictorial 
models, number lines, and equations
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Monitoring Progress Helps Support Students
TEKS 3.5A: Represent one- and two-step problems involving addition and subtraction of 
whole numbers to 1,000 using pictorial models, number lines, and equations

Actual STAAR Question:

An art teacher had 736 crayons. She threw away 197 broken 
crayons. Then she bought 150 more crayons. Which equation 
shows how to 
find the number of crayons the art teacher has now?

A) 736 - 197 - 150 = ____
B) 736 - 197 + 150 = ____
C) 736 + 197 + 150 = ____
D) 736 + 197 - 150 = ____



Clear Performance Information Helps Students
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You can’t improve what you can’t see. To serve all students well, educators, parents, 
businesses leaders, and community members need easy access to information 

regarding how schools and districts are doing.



Students Are Helped In School & In Life
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Monitoring performance with school ratings has been shown to have 
long term benefits for students:

Source: https://www.educationnext.org/when-does-accountability-work-texas-system/

“Our analysis reveals that pressure on schools to avoid a low performance rating led low-
scoring students to score significantly higher on a high-stakes math exam in 10th grade. 
These students were also more likely to accumulate significantly more math credits and 
to graduate from high school on time. Later in life, they were more likely to attend and 
graduate from a four-year college, and they had higher earnings at age 25.”



Expectations Always Matter 
• As we recover from COVID-induced disruptions, 

it's more important than ever that we support 
educators with information to help students 
recover and accelerate learning

• It is crucial that we set goals for ourselves as a 
system to ensure that we are best supporting all 
our students.

• But our goal setting system should adjust to 
COVID realities. So, no districts or campuses 
have received a D or a F this year.
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2021–2022
Results
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Ratings Reflect the Better of Achievement or Progress
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Student 
Achievement

Better of Achievement or Progress: 70% 30% This design reflects a 
commitment
• to recognize high student 

achievement and
• to recognize the impact of 

highly effective educators,
• while maintaining focus on 

the students most in need.

This design has produced ratings that are not strongly correlated with poverty.

School
Progress

Closing
the Gaps



2019 vs 2022 Campus Comparison
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Note: To align with Senate Bill 1365, a Not Rated label is used when the domain or overall scaled score is less than 70. In 2022, 8,451 campuses were rated.

• In 2022, 8,451 campuses were 
rated.

• From 2019 to 2022, 33% of 
campuses improved their letter 
grade and 15% percent 
declined.

• 1,006 campuses went from a B, 
C, D, or F in 2019 to an A in 
2022.



Poverty Does Not Equal Destiny
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*High poverty => 80% of students eligible for free-reduced lunch

18%
Of all high-poverty 
campuses in Texas, 
scored 90 or above

The performance of these 
schools proves to us that 

demographics do not 
equal destiny.

What can we learn from these 539 schools? 



More Campuses Relying on Growth

• From 2019 to 2022, the 
percentage of campuses that 
used Academic Growth as 
their highest domain 
increased from 17% to 49%.
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35%

17%

40%

26%

49%

18%

Student Achievement School Progress -
Academic Growth

School Progress -
Relative Performance

Percentage of Campuses by Highest Domain
2019 2022

*Does not include campuses that had equally high performance in more than one component



Policy Supporting State-Wide Improvements
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Accountability 
HB 22 (85R) and 
HB 1365 (87R)

Reading 
Academies 

HB 3 (86R)

Tutoring 
HB 4545 (87R)

Curricular 
Rigor 

HB 1525 (87R)



Sunset Elementary
School,

Dumas ISD
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Dumas ISD

In Dumas ISD, all nine campuses 
were either an A or a B in 2022.
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2019 2022

B | 56% | 5

B | 67% | 6

C | 11% | 1

D | 11% | 1

F | 11% | 1

A | 44% | 4



Sunset Elementary 
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Sunset Elementary is one of 
18 campuses across the state that  
improved from a F in 2019 to 
an A in 2022.

There are 302 students 
who attend Sunset 
Elementary. 86.4% are
economically disadvantaged.

2019 vs 2022 Campus Rating Comparison



Sunset Elementary
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Sunset had the second highest 
Student Achievement increase in 
the state for a high poverty 
elementary school.
Sunset was one of two high 
poverty elementary schools to 
have at least 30-point score 
increases across all three 
accountability domains.



Ratings Are Easy To Access
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TXschools.gov
Visit Site

https://txschools.gov/?lng=en
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